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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 01 November 2006 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 65-99 is/are pending in the application. 
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Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: b)\Z\ accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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This action is in response to applicants' amendment of 1 November 2006. The figures * 
submitted 1 November are acceptable and thus the objections to the drawing are withdrawn. All 
the previous objections and rejections are withdrawn. 

Restriction is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 and 372. 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not 
so linked as to form a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.499, applicant is required, in response to this action, to 
elect a single invention to which the claims must be restricted. 

Group I, claims 79-89 and 98, drawn to a stable composition comprising a ionic liquid matrix 
and a fimctionalized ionic salt, where the functionalized group is in the cation as Y^-L-F and/or 
in the anion as one of Y~L-F, OH', F", CN", RO" and RS", where R is an 1-20 C alkyl or a 6-30 
C aryl group, Y is the ionic entity that carries the charge, L is an 1-20 C alkyl and F is a radical 
selected from the group consisting of hydroxyl, carboxyl, amide, sulphone, primary amine, 
secondary amine, aldehyde, ketone, ethenyl, ethynyl, dienyl, ether, epoxide, primary phosphine, 
secondary phosphine, tertiary phosphine, azide, imine, ketene, homo- or heterocumulene, thiol, 
tioether, sulphoxide, sulphonic acid, a silane, a phosphorous-containing moiety, a stannane and 
functional aryl radicals. 

Group II, claims 91-97 and 99, drawn to a method of producing a molecule G using the above 
composition. 

The inventions listed as Groups I and II do not relate to a single general inventive concept under 
PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special 
technical features for the following reasons: 

The special technical feature, which is composition of Group I, is obvious by U.S. patent 
4,463,071. This reference teaches a composition comprising a ionic liquid matrix and an 
aluminum halide, such as aluminum fluoride, which is a functionalized ionic salt. Accordingly, 
the special technical feature linking the two groups does not provide a contribution over the prior 
art, and thus no single general inventive concept exists. Therefore, restriction is proper. 
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Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include (i) an 
election of an invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1 . 143) and (ii) identification of the claims encompassing the elected invention. 

The election of an invention may be made with or without traverse. To reserve a right to 
petition, the election must be made with traverse. If the reply does not distinctly and specifically 
point out supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election shall be treated as an 
election without traverse. 

Should applicant traverse on the ground that the inventions are not patentably distinct, 
applicant should submit evidence or identify such evidence now of record showing the 
inventions or species to be obvious variants or clearly admit on the record that this is the case. In 
either instance, if the examiner finds one of the inventions unpatentable over the prior art, the 
evidence or admission may be used in a rejection under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) of the other invention. 

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the 
currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 
1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 65-78 and 90 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed recitation of a 
use, without setting forth any steps involved in the process, results in an improper definition of a 
process, i.e., results in a claim which is not a proper process claim under 35 U.S.C. 101. See for 
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example Ex parte Dunki, 153 USPQ 678 (Bd.App. 1967) and Clinical Products, Ltd v. Brenner, 
255 F. Supp. 131, 149 USPQ 475 (D.D.C. 1966). 

Claims 65-78 and 90 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

These claims provides for the use of the composition of Group I, but, since the claim does 
not set forth any steps involved in the method/process, it is unclear what method/process 
applicant is intending to encompass. A claim is indefinite where it merely recites a use without 
any active, positive steps delimiting how this use is actually practiced. 

These claims do not set forth any active and positive steps of any organic synthesis 
process in which the composition is used. The claims simply state how the composition is 
produced. 

Once these claims are written to overcome the above rejections, they will be considered 
as part of Group II. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MeUssa Koslow whose telephone number is (571) 272-1371. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00 AM to 3:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jerry Lorengo, can be reached at (571) 272-1233. 

The fax number for all official communications is (571) 273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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C. Melissa Koslow 
Primary Examiner 
Tech. Center 1700 



